i Bfa on ﬂw tmﬁ,ér, a8 gwen he«
o low, were related to John War-

s anter, at San -Angelo,
by A mgrwa ‘plain old

elo, 1 ,whm he haxi rss&&@é W*'
years. Only a negro, but he had.a mil-

itary record of the which #ny man might
be prond,.a resord substantisted by val-
usble. documents in his possession and by
~ honorable sears that.he bore “upon his
war-battersd anatomy.
dacob Wilks was-born g siave, in Kea-
~ tucky, about thirty miles south of the
Ohio iver. . While. yet-in infaney, his
father and mother gathered . their two
children in thek arms and fled . under
. EOV f darkness to the Ohio river,
found concealment in
‘3 they could atfract the at-
texz%acm of a group of fishermen on the
north bank of the river. These fisher-

 men, 8o it phanced, were connected with
the “‘Underground MM}’ of which

we have so gften heard mention, and
the which Mrs Hamett Beecher Stowe

had nts:neh to say in “*Uncle Tom’s Cabin,”’
nd

gz on the. slert for runsway ne-

roes, these ﬁa&crmen soon chught the
signal, and durivg the mght, the second
out from: old. ﬁamﬁ Wilks’ plantation,
the ere taken across the river

-ﬁm fx:-:ee stster oi {}hﬁﬁ

arge of Jule, and eare -.for him
é mﬁgh to. take eare of himself,

aé in ﬁm %&d&nt
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ent at I:eia ' &m@r der at Appemam, af—
ter whieh his regiment was sent to I%w
Orleans and &izshmdeé The | ‘
airv; colored, was

zmm&dmt&iy aftez«

from %ﬁ«& mfan

via Gﬂi’vmttm .
reached San z‘snf:mw, the com @
detached and sent to varwﬁa”\pm“ 8 along
order, main'y Forts Concho, Me-
vett, Stockton, Clark, Davis, ﬁui’fzmzz;
M Bhs& xt El ,:.'mé &ﬂ‘ge&&

Wilks' company was stationed on divers

occasions at posts in New Mexico and

- Arizona, where they saw hard serviee

while eampaignine against Indians.
“In 1873, gaid ergeant Wilks, “1
was sent w;i;h a detail of twelve man“vof/
my empaﬂy 1o carry the mail '
Bliss. Each man carried a mail sack
strapped to the cantel of his saddle, and
we were ammi with seven-shooting
Spencer rvifles. At Eagle Springs we
were. attacked by aboﬁt 100 Apaches.
The fight lasted several hours, during
which the Indians made ~ repeated
charges, We were on an open plain

of without any protection ‘whatever, but

dismoumted, held our horses by
ter-reins, kept close together ar
eld our fire until the Indians charged
up within clese range. Our rapid fire
from long range yuns wrought sy
o¢ that in the evenmng they drew £
ter killing one of our men. Du : e
fight they made six charges and it was
after a repulse of one of these -e harges
ihat our man Johnson was killed. - Con
trary to orders, he mounted, &aaheﬁ away
ealimg us to foliow him &mi

right in among the Indians and was killv; |

ed. - When the I1dians drew oﬁ«t&ay
went in & direetion that convineced me
that they were poing to ambuch us in
Buss Canyon, through which our sy

my. and several miley ahead. 1
d  thwart their scheme and with

of Johnson strapped on th

left the road and struck out

T mmmtm for the Rio Grande hﬁ;‘g& Fort

‘ vnwh ﬁ,g
W«y fim*mg this fime and was pres-

Quitman.
we bad the fight we came to'a small val.

ley of loose sandy soil where with our v

Five or six miles out where. '



- supplies and stores for Fort Bliss.

butcher knives avd tin cups we scooped
out a rude grave «ud buried our comrade.
When we reach:d the Rio Grande we
came up with a awle train belonging to

~ Adams and in clarge of a Mr. Naile,

whieh was heavily laden with 'ar%;y

€
told him that the Indians were near and
that we had been fighing them al] the
day before and for him to corral his
wagons at onee. He did ag direeted and
had scareely finished . preparations when

the Indiang appeared in large numbers

and & furious attack ‘followed. They
were driven off and erossed into Mexico

and. after they were gone Mr. Nalle said

to,{mﬂ;:; ““‘Sergeant, you have saved my
train.”’ . _ ,
It was while I was stationed at Fort
McKavett in 1874 that orders came for
six companies of the Ninth Cavalry to
- march to Fort Concho, where we were
~ joined by several companies of infantry
and a large supply train. General Me-
Kenzie was in command and the objeet
of the expeditions was the destruction of
several Indian villages far out on the
 Btaked Plains. We went by way of
Fort Griffin where other forces joined us
and after long and weary marches we
came upon the main village, situated in
Tule Canyon. The Indians diseovered
4s long before we reached this canyon
a;ad»;.emg‘hy&d every strategy to draw us
away from the locality of the village,
but General McKenzie was not so easily
~ deeeived but kept his column moving
towsrds the canyon. The battle that
‘ensued has been so often described that

it is needless that 1 should go into detail

here. We destroyed everything destruc-
tive in their village. ' d  ma.
uns, mostly citizens’ rifles, and a good
supply of ammuuition besides bows, ar-
rows, quivers, lances, ete. These we
destroyed. We found a vast amount of
~ buffalo robes, of which eack man made
~ choice of the. best—the rest were destroy-
ed. Their tents were made of poles ov-
er which hides were stretched and these

dried turkeys and buffalo

meat; also & congiderable amount of pe-

culiar fo0d made in the form of a paste
from mesquite beans and other ingre-
dients and put up in the maw of deer
and buffals. Ip this fight the squaws

They had many

burnd. We also captured a
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fought like demons and many of them
were killed who otherwise would have
been spared. We captured 112 prison-
ers, moztly women, children, old ““bueks”’
and three or four of the younger war-
riors.  These were brought to Fort

Coneho and held six or eight months

and finally taken to the Fort Sill reser-
vation. While on the march to Fort
Concho, three of the younger ‘‘hucks’’
comumitted suicide by butting out their
grg;ng?-prefeMg a violent death to cap-
tivity. (

““You ask me to tell you of the fight at
White Sand Mountain. We were sta-
tioned at Fort Dhvis when scouts report-
ed a large body of Mescalero Apaches
passing out towards Mexico, Lieuten-
ant Bullis with a part of two rompanies
immediately took the trail, We follow-
ed them four days over a fearfully rough
country and while passing their camp-
ing places, every sign showed that they
had held & big war dance. Late one
evening the scout came in and stated
that just across the mountains in our
front, the Indians had encamped for the
night. This scout was ordered to ve-
turn and watch the camp and report
about midnight, Meantimne our pack
animals and extra stock were driven into
the head of a narrow canyon, while a
detail set to work to build a wall at the
entrance in order that the stock might be

secure. At about the hour of midnight

- our scout and trailer came in and report-

ed to Lieutenant Bullis. He said the
Indians were holding a big war dance
and that they seemed to have no a
prehension of impending danger, e
also described the position of their horse-
herd and the approaches to their camp,
which was in a small valley with very
little timber growth. We were ordered
to mount and instructed to move with
the utmost silence. The guide led wus -
by a very circuitous route and at dawn
we rode out of the valley, where the en-
emy lay in camp. The Indian in charge
of the horse-herd was the first to discover
us, and give the alarm, but too late. We
charged pell mell into the encampment,
killing old and young and but few eseap-
ed. Beveral prisoners were taken, among
whom was an old chief—the most an-
cient-looking individual 1 ever saw. He
might have besn feigning estreme de-
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